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TEASER

FADE | N:

EXT. NEW YORK STREET -- DAY

A Wrman in her early sixties, clutching a Bible under her
arm clinbs the stairs to a nodest townhouse. She goes to
knock, but noticing the door is ajar, pushes it open.

I NT. MODEST TOWNHOUSE -- CONTI NUOUS

WOVAN
St ephen?. .. Joanne?

Suddenly, a Teenage G rl--about sixteen--cones runni ng and
crying through the house toward the Wnman.

TEENAGE G RL
They' re dead! They're all dead!

The G rl runs past the Wnan, outside and down the steps.
The Woman wal ks slowly into the conservative hone, past an
occasional crucifix and / or other Christian religious
imagery. Peering into the children's bedroom she freezes
in horror.

The bodies of three small children--ages 4 to 8--are spraw ed
on the floor.

EXT. NEW YORK STREET -- DAY

The mad frenzy of a homi cide scene. Detectives Lennie Briscoe
and Eddie Geen pull up at the curb. The area has been taped
of f, and squad cars with flashing lights Iine the street.

Onl ookers stand at the perineter.

One of the first officers at the scene, Oficer Torrelli,
wal ks up to the detectives.

BRI SCCE
Remind me why it is we do this.

TORRELLI
Three kids, the ol dest not nore than
seven or eight.

( MORE)



TORRELLI ( CONT' D)
Looks |ike asphyxiation. They were
found in the bedroomby a Ms. Ellen
Ki rshner.

The officer and detectives walk into the house as they speak.
| NT. MODEST TOWNHOUSE - - CONTI NUOUS

GREEN
What's her story?

TORRELLI
She was in the nei ghborhood and says
she saw a girl running out of the
house. The parents weren't hone--
St ephen and Joanne Wodl and. The
father's been |ocated at work, a
unit's picking himup, and there's
no sign of the nother. An APB' s
been i ssued for her.

BRI SCCE
Thirty to one says Ms. Wodl and did
nore today than just get her nails
done.

GREEN
What's the story with the girl?

TORRELLI
No sign of her. Sonme of our guys
are aski ng around.

The detectives | ook down at the bodies. They note the
religious decor.

GREEN
They | ook |ike they're sleeping.

BRI SCCE
The Lord giveth and the Lord taketh
away. You think we got another nut
j ob?

Briscoe and Green wal k through the house to the front.

GREEN
Is that her?

EXT. NEW YORK STREET -- CONTI NUOUS

Kirshner is standing on the sidewal k, speaking to anot her
officer. The detectives walk up to her.



BRI SCCE
Ms. Kirshner, a girl ran out of the
house as you canme up the steps?

Kl RSHNER
It's absolutely terrible--do you
t hi nk she coul d have done this?

BRI SCCE
W don't know. Can you describe her
for us?
Kl RSHNER
M d-teens, lovely young girl. She
was so frightened. | was just telling

the other officer that Stephen
nmentioned they had a girl watch the
children soneti nes.

GREEN
A babysitter?

Kl RSHNER
Sure. Both Stephen and Joanne are
so involved with the church. That's
how | know t hem -t hrough the church

BRI SCCE
Just out of curiosity...what were
you doi ng here this afternoon, Ms.
Ki rshner ?

Kl RSHNER
| stopped by to see if Joanne could
help me with a Sunday school |esson
| was preparing.

GREEN

Do you often drop by unannounced?

Torrelli walks up to Briscoe and G een.

TORRELLI

W just picked up the nother.
GREEN

Spreadi ng good will, | suppose?
TORRELLI

Redenpti on House. Donating children's
clothes to charity.



BRI SCOE
Looks |i ke nomis not the senti nental

t ype.
FADE QOUT:
END OF TEASER




ACT ONE

I NT. PRECI NCT | NTERROGATI ON ROOM ONE -- NI GHT

Joanne is seated at the table.

opposite her. Joanne is in her early thirties,

dressed.
enoti onal .

Bri scoe exits the room

BRI SCOE
So, one nore tinme, Ms. Wodl and,
you say you left the children with
t he babysitter. ..

JOANNE
Kendr a.

BRI SCCE
Wth Kendra. Approximately two hours
before the uniformed officer spotted
your car at Redenption House?

JOANNE
Yes. About three o' clock. She
normal Iy cones by on Tuesdays--so |
can catch up on ny errands.

GREEN
Wiy did you decide to give away all
t hose cl ot hes today?

JOANNE
They' ve outgrown them Wen | was a
child, I was the youngest. | had to

wear all ny sisters' hand-ne-downs.
| want...wanted...to provide nore
for my children. | wanted to give
t hem t he best.

BRI SCCE
There's nothing nore despicabl e than
a parent who nurders their children.

JOANNE
(sternly)
How dare you. | love them nore than
anything. | did everything | could

to care for them-and now t hey have
been taken fromne. But they're in
t he good Lord's hands now, and |
have to content nyself with that.

GREEN
|"ve got to apol ogize for my partner.
( MORE)

Bri scoe and G een stand

and neatly-

She is not in tears, nor does she seemterribly

| eavi ng Joanne alone with G een.



GREEN ( CONT' D)
Three dead children around here, and
tenpers start to flare up pretty
easy. Wuld you excuse ne for a
nonment ?

I NT. PRECI NCT | NTERROGATI ON ROOM TWO - - NI GHT

Briscoe is sitting opposite Stephen--tall and in his early
to md-thirties. He is visibly distraught.

BRI SCOE
Wien did you | ast see your wfe?
STEPHEN
This nmorning, before I left for work.
It was the last time | saw ny Kkids,
t 00.
BRI SCOE

Anyt hi ng unusual in the marriage?
Probl ens? Argunments?

STEPHEN
W | ove each other very nuch.

BRI SCCE
You were at work all day?

STEPHEN
Speak to ny assistant, Monica. She
was there. | have a snall
architectural business. | work |ong
hours. Joanne jokes | should put
her on the clock, so she can spend
time with ne.

BRI SCCE
How many enpl oyees?

STEPHEN
Just Moni ca.

BRI SCCE
What about this babysitter, Kendra
Jacobs?

STEPHEN
Joanne has her conme by fromtime to
tinme, after school. She's good with
the children--1ike an ol der sister,

I guess. M CGod, did she do this?

Anita Van Buren wal ks into the room carrying an evidence
bag. She notions for Briscoe to join her in the hall.



I NT. PRECI NCT SQUADROOM -- CONTI NUQUS
Van Buren, Green and Briscoe stand in the hall.

VAN BUREN
Prelimnary ME report puts the tine
of death at about one to three hours
before the call was nmade. This was
bagged at the scene--found on the
cof fee table. There's residue of
hash.

BRI SCCE
I know it's been awhile since |'ve
been to a service, but | thought the
Church frowned on this sort of thing.

GREEN
Looks |ike the babysitter's been
doi ng nore than watching tel evision
at the Wodl and pl ace.

VAN BUREN
Cut the parents |oose for now |
want you to focus on Kendra Jacobs.

I NT. HOVE OF KENDRA JACOBS -- N GHT

Kendra's father, Alan, a stern man of about fifty, stands in
the living roomw th Briscoe and G een.

BRI SCCE
When was the last tine you saw her?

ALAN
| came honme from work, saw the
conmot i on goi ng on down the street
out si de the Wbodl and house. | asked
her what happened. She seened
di stracted, upset. But she's been
that way a | ot since her nother passed

away.
GREEN
How | ong has it been since your wife's
deat h?
ALAN
Six nonths. It's been hard on both

of us--but especially on Kendra.
She was al ways closer to Meredith.

BRI SCOE
Does your daughter have any history
of vi ol ence?



ALAN
She's a good Ki d.

BRI SCCE
M. Jacobs, how | ong has your daughter
been using drugs?

ALAN
(reluctantly)
| thought she was done with that.
It started when Meredith was sick
She really is a good Kid.

GREEN
They all are.

BRI SCCE
Any idea where she m ght be?

ALAN
Some kids she runs around w th hang
out at this bowing alley about five
bl ocks from here...Sid, Sidney's,
sonething Iike that.

GREEN
Si dney' s Lanes?

ALAN
That's the one. | try to keep her
fromassociating with them-but the
harder | try, the nore she resists.
Wt hout her nother here, sonetines |
feel like I"ve got no leg to stand
on. Hey, | want to be there if you're
going to question ny daughter.

I NT. SIDNEY'S BOALI NG LANES -- N GHT

A group of teenagers m |l about a bowing [ane. One of them
i s sixteen-year-old Kendra Jacobs, who has just knocked down
the remai ning pins. Briscoe and Green, with Alan in tow-
poi nting her out--approach her.

BRI SCCE
Ni ce spare. Kendra, we need to ask
you a few questions about today.

KENDRA
(angry | ook at father)
Ratting me out to the cops now, Dad?

ALAN
This is a serious matter, Kendra.
Tel | them what happened.

The four of themwalk over to an enpty |ane and sit down.



GREEN
The woman who phoned it in says she
saw you runni ng out of the house.
How | ong had you been there?

KENDRA
A few m nutes. Nobody was hone, |
had a | ook around, and that's when |
found t hem

BRI SCCE
You | et yourself in?

KENDRA
Ms. Wodl and gave ne a key. Said I
could cone by anytine, watch tv. |
didit all the tinme.

BRI SCCE
What time was it when you showed up?

KENDRA
| don't know. Around three o'clock,
maybe | ater.

GREEN
Wiy didn't you call the police,
Kendra? Tell soneone?

KENDRA
The |lady was there. Besides, | try
to keep ny distance fromthe cops.

BRI SCOE
Were you using drugs in the Wodl and
hone, Kendra?

ALAN
Now just a mnute. Mybe she
shoul dn't answer that.

BRI SCCE
How much do you want to bet the pipe
we found has your prints on it,
Kendr a?

GREEN
M. Jacobs, at this nonent, your
daughter is a potential suspect in a
mul tiple hom cide. Anything she
keeps fromus nmakes us nore
i nt er est ed.

Alan is taken aback by this realization. He turns to his
daught er.



ALAN
Tell them what they need to know,
honey.

BRI SCOE
Was anybody el se with you in the
house?

KENDRA
No | mean, sonetines, sone friends

woul d drop by--just for alittle
bit. They |oved the kids.

BRI SCCE
A regul ar after-school special.
Nobody was there today?

KENDRA
No. | freaked out when | realized I
forgot the pipe. But | would never
hurt those kids. Never.

GREEN
I's there anything el se that happened
at the house before you discovered
t he bodi es?

KENDRA
M. Whodl and cal | ed.

GREEN
What did he have to say?

KENDRA
He asked if the | ady had stopped by.

BRI SCOE
Ms. Kirshner?

KENDRA
| guess, yeah.

EXT. STREET OUTSI DE SIDNEY' S LANES -- N GAT
Briscoe and G een wal k toward the car.
GREEN
Who's |ying--the nother or the
babysitter?
BRI SCOE
My noney's on the trifecta, the
husband pl acing third.
I NT. HOVE OF HANK AND ELLEN KI RSHNER -- DAY

Stephen is seated on a couch talking to Briscoe and G een.

10.



11.

STEPHEN
Joanne is sleeping. She finally
t ook sonething to cal m down.

BRI SCOE
It's nice to have close friends to
stay with in tines |like these.

STEPHEN
| called the house yesterday because
| thought Ellen m ght be dropping by
to pick up some of the drawings I'd
done for the radio station we're
pl anni ng i n Hungary.

GREEN
The m ssionary group that you founded
wth your wife?

STEPHEN
Yeah, we nmet building a station in
Estonia ten years ago. Wen the
wall fell, it opened up Eastern Europe
as a platformto broadcast the
Christian nessage into Russia.

BRI SCOE
Was Kirshner also in Estonia?

STEPHEN
No. Joanne and | met Ellen when we
noved here and started attendi ng
First Covenant. Ellen's been our
children's Sunday school teacher, as
wel|l as acting as the secretary for
t he m ssionary group.

GREEN
So your wife and Ms. Kirshner are
friends?

STEPHEN

W're all good friends.

BRI SCOE
I's your wife normally away fromthe
house on Tuesday afternoons?

STEPHEN
Yes, that's her routine.

BRI SCCE
Tell me again why you believed Ms.
Ki rshner woul d be stopping by
yesterday afternoon.



12.

STEPHEN
Moni ca said she had called earlier
t hat norni ng.

I NT. OFFI CE OF STEPHEN WOODLAND -- DAY

Moni ca Zdenka--late twenties, attractive, with an accent--is
sitting at her desk, opposite Briscoe and G een.

MONI CA
| decide to do paperwork while Stephen
is not here. This nust be difficult
for him

GREEN
He was here with you all day
yest er day?

MONI CA
Yes, working on plans for rebuild in
Harl em He usually does not even
take |lunch, unless he goes for
meet i ng.

BRI SCOE
What do you know about a wonman naned
El l en Kirshner?

MONI CA
She sonetinmes calls Stephen. | don't
t hi nk Joanne |ikes her nuch. They
know her from church

BRI SCCE
That's interesting. Wat's Joanne
got against Ms. Kirshner?

MONI CA
I could not say. |Is sonething | see
when |'maround themall. They don't
have nuch to say to each other
BRI SCCE
Do you attend church, Ms. Zdenka?
MONI CA

Yes, sane one as Stephen and Joanne.
That's how | got job. Life is
connections, you know?

GREEN
Dd Ms. Kirshner call here for
St ephen yesterday?

MONI CA
I think. Hol d on..



She rifles through a tel ephone log fromthe previ ous day.

MONI CA ( CONT' D)
Yes, right here. She called at 1:15

pm
GREEN
And St ephen was here to take the
cal |l ?
MONI CA

Yes, he was here.
I NT. FI RST COVENANT METHODI ST CHURCH -- DAY

Kirshner is in her Sunday school classroom Briscoe and
G een are with her.

BRI SCCE
Ms. Kirshner, it seens that you
have a close relationship wth the

Wodl ands.
Kl RSHNER

They're like famly. Such a pity.
GREEN

Do you have a key to their hone?
Kl RSHNER

(hesi stant)
Yes, Stephen gave ne one. |'ve |ooked

after the place before when they've
been gone on vacati on.

BRI SCCE
Where were you early yesterday
afternoon, Ms. Kirshner--before you
phoned the police?

Kl RSHNER
Am | some sort of suspect, now,
gentlemen? | was here until about

2:30 or 3, and then | drove hone,
stoppi ng by the Wodl and' s.

BRI SCCE
Sonebody see you | eave?

Kl RSHNER
I'ma gregarious sort, Detective. |
can't |leave the building wthout
several people wi shing ne good day.

GREEN
Did you phone Stephen yesterday,
ma' anf?

13.



14.

Kl RSHNER
Yes, yes | did. | wanted to | ook at
his ideas for the radio station our
m ssionary programis devel opi ng.

BRI SCOE
You say that you're close friends
with the Wodl ands, but there's no
| ove | ost between you and Joanne, is
there, Ms. Kirshner?

Kl RSHNER
Joanne was upset after Stephen
suggested she spend nore tinme at
home, and | ess expanding the
devel opnent of the radio project.
He wanted to include other nenbers
of the congregation, including nyself.
She al ways thought of it as their
own affair.

I NT. PRECI NCT SQUADROOM - - DAY
Briscoe and Geen wal k into the squadroom

GREEN
So Joanne was envious of Ms. Kirshner
wor ki ng on what had been her project?
Enough resentnent to kill her kids
over?

BRI SCCE
Lady grows tired of the life she's
been handed. Stranger things have
happened.

Van Bur en approaches them

VAN BUREN
The ME report came in. Lab work on
the children's blood indicates high
| evel s of phenobarbital in their
systenms. Not enough to kill them
but enough to take any fight out of
t hem

GREEN
Bar bi turates? Does anybody actually
prescribe those for sleeping pills
anynore?

I NT. JOANNE WOODLAND S BATHROOM - - DAY
Briscoe and Green wal k into the bathroom Briscoe opens the

medi ci ne cabi net and quickly finds what he's | ooking for--a
specific bottle of prescription nedicine.



15.

BRI SCOE
(1 ooki ng at | abel)
"Joanne Whodl and."” Phenobarbital.
"Use as needed for insommia." A
not her who kills her children? 1I'd

have troubl e sl eeping, too.

END OF ACT ONE
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